
Definition. 

 
A parabola is the locus of a point which moves in a plane such that its distance from a fixed 
point (i.e., focus) in the plane is always equal to its distance from a fixed straight line (i.e., 
directrix) in the same plane. 
 
General equation of a parabola:Let S be the focus, ZZ' be the directrix and let P be any point 
on the parabola. Then by definition, 
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